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Saturday, August, 10,

T arrtved at the comvent around 4130 in the aftemomn. I found out that our
£101atrtp hed boen cut short by a week because of & Eix up in the scheduling by the
nuns. T vent throuh the card 110 and nade & st of informants both hers and 1n
Jasper. We ate dimer and later went to the Anerican leglon Hall. (ne of the
bartondors thoro, & woran, 01d us how she prepared turtle soup and Fentioned the raze
of John Tange (his card 1s o3 £116) who is the rain turtle hunter for Ferdinand.

W woro nover able to got a hold of hin during our stay, We loft the legton Kall

around midntght and retumed to the convent.

Sunday, August 11.

Got up early ana proared breskfast, While the others vent to Fass (to lot
the tomspeople know that we wero Catholls), Barry, Yargle, and T vashed the dlshes.
Iater we went to the Yarian HI1) Church plonto (fartah KA1l 16 o village southwest
of Ferdtnand on highiay €8). This plentc rexindsd xe very mch of our cousina®
Plontc vo have ovory yoar baok hone. First, secoed, and thixd coustna, aset, talk,

Play ganes, and generally renow old ties and sake new friends

This church plonte
vas very moh 1ike that & that the scotal slorant, the gathering together of friends,
latives, and scqualntances for the purposes of eneving o1 tles and naking new

frtonds, seened to be the fosal potnt of the whole affalr. Anything that aight

have dotranted fron this purposs vas elintnated, For exanple, there was no muslo of any
Kind, no dancing, and stncs the plonte was held on a Susday, thers ¥as no drinking.

Faniltos

Tlations, and frionds stuck together, The children espoclally scered
40 stay 6lose to thelr grandzarents. ost of the young couples, at loast as far
25 1 could see, were sarried. I san very fow teonagers and none who had glrlfrionds

With thon. This vas not tho place to taks & gtrl to.



Yost of the activities sesned 1o be orlented tovard the fasily. Thero was a
bingo tent, quilts ver Taffled, ol people sat on folding chairs and talked,
“eountry store" wheol vas nalled o & troe, two mins presided over the "fishing
Dond” where children fished for a prize, and for thoss ¥ho wers hungry, thers was &
Yot uhere turtle soup vas 50ld and & pavilion whers Corsan frisd chicken dtnners
vore served.

Harsha, Mohand and T vont o the corotary next to the churoh and Looked at the
tombstones. The rotifs carved on rost of then were comson for this area-designs
of w24 roses or doves carrying oltve branches in thelr Fouths. Vo also noticed
soveral unmarked 1ron orosses sprayod ith alurinum patné--another common festure found
in the cemetarles 1n this azea. T noticod that this conetary lke many others aroud
horo snemed to be 8o crasped for apace that the end of each Tox of grave nouwsds nearly
touched the headstons of the next Tor, This seans that 1f you vanted to got to the
Eave tn the =14dle of the Tor, you would have %o valk cn & musber of grave mouds.
In Dotrott most of the Catholle comstarios have Tows of grave sownds separsted by
WlKding ath 50 you would never have Lo step on the mownd itsslf, I vas aluays taught
never to valk on a nownd. During our stay at this plente, T Al not see any of the
toumspeople cone and visit this censtary or place any flowers on the graves. e
Loft arowd dark and case bask to the convent. Iater on Ronani, Marsha, and I
¥ont 1o vistt another cemetary in Jasper, This cemstary was mch larger then the one
at Yariah HE1l. The Catholto rous were eastly distingulshable by the prosence of crosses
on tho tosbstones. Tt vas ratning 0 we 444 no Tubbings and the darkness prevented
s fron taking plotures. e left and retumed to the convent arowd sidatghts
Honday, Auguat 12,

T got wp arly,

o breaktast, and went with Mehard, Yarsha, ¥artin, Varels, snd



Evelyn 4o seo Stster Angola, the coment lbrarian, Stster Angsla mst us 1n one of
the Mbrary rooms and told us hat 1F we cane later that evening, around sight o' clock,
sho would have nors 136 %o talk to us. She 414 ranage though o sit down and talk

at Tength for about an hour on the 1nflusnce of the Churh on the ltves of the tomezeorls,
Wo a1l had our tapo roconiers golns, He view of things 1 definitely blased by her
soctal postilon in the comminttys she 1s a nun and a 1ibrarian. To hear her spoak

ene would thizk the tonnepecple and the famers harvested their orops, celsbrated their

Sonsts and holtdays, and moummed their dead accoriing to the Titual calendar of the

Catholte Churoh, Tn short we got the potnt of view of a nun who had 11ttle o do
With and tn fact kmew very 11ttle sbout the sttitules and feellngs of the Gersan
communtties in this area. At first none of udVere reslly avare of this and 5o we loft the
Stater fooling a 144410 astonished that thers xere places in Aserica wboro the Catholls
Churoh xas st411 proserving soma of its anclort ritwle, He all then vent over to Dale,
Tndtana (a towm southuest of Ferttnant on highway 68). Vo vanted %o talk to Senno
Sehun about his bustness--raking tosbatons monuments. Bemno Sohur (he is isted in

the cant f11s) cones fron a fantly of gravestons carvers who have been in Dale since
1885, Kte seoretary 01d us that ho vas 0o busy nov to see us and to cone back around
1130, Blchant and Nersha went out %o visl rore cemetarles untle the Tost of us

Went. task o the convent to eat lumch, I Tetumed o Dals at 130 The others

212 not core ¥ith re thirking parhaze that chus xould not be very profitable as an
inforeart, Riohart and Narsha arrived and we tazed an intorview with Sohun that lasted
for about forty-five ninutes. Sohu apoke in & very rapld soft volee (sany of the older
people azoumd hore speak very Tapldly) colored with a Southem Inttara thang. Ho told
tone cutting Tron & tradttionsl

how his father had learmed the art of grav

Bonument nakex 4n Funtingburg--a nan nassd Seskor, Ko ialked about the xotifs on the

headetonss and in answering our questions as to why cortaln designe vore ploked over

others, he sald that generally speaking the motifs were chosen by the fastltes. A



youns Ghi1a for exasple vho had dted Tooently loved toys and horses, 5o his fantly
had a desten of a horse and a design of & toy carved cn his gravestone. Tn another
exanple, & nan dted who vas & Jumbomman, His fantly bad the design of a tree placed on his
xavestane. That rotis happans to be asctant and traiftionali Lt Ls the tree of 1ife
RO, 5o 14 16 not enough for the collestor <o g0 to censtarios, piok out the notife,
take rubtings and photograrhs of thes and then assesble then togother and dra
conclustons concoming thotr distribution, age, traditicnalasss, and thelr meaning,

The collector sust also 4alk o the priest (sany cometaries in this art of the

comtzy are next 4o the church) and f1nd out hat the mottfs sean in a TelMslous context
and then bo should try to get in fowch vith the surviving sexters of the faxtly snd f1nd
out why auoh and such RoHL was picked ant how 1t Telates 4o the deceased or to the
monbers of the fantly. Sohus also pulled ost a set of onusent and sotif dostens printed
on Mnen an showod them %o us saying that they vers molels hia father ha used. He

180 mentioned that he vas keeping & sorapbook of gravestore verse, sTrors, and oLt

Ho couldn't shon thoss %o us becausa he kapt the sorashook at hose. iohun is a d1fFioult
7an 40 pin down for an appolntsant stoco the naturs of his businsss foroes hin o have no
asfintto t1no sohotule. Howsver anyone intcrested n gravestone inscription, vorse,

and dostn should 1ook hin up.

Richard, Varsha, and T spent the aftemoon golng to graveyands taking ploturss and
dotng ribbings of the xenuments, W vent to the Dale comtary (southwest of Fertinand
ot of highway 68), the Vourt Zion Cosotary (on highvay 162 south of Foriinand, the
tum off bafore highuay 63), the Saint Honry Cametary (wst of Ferdinand on highiay
264), ant the Fatmount Constary 1n Hurtingirg (north of Ferdinasd on hishuay 64).

Those constaries are all Gervan Catholle, The decoased for the nost art all have
Goraan sumanss. I think T found only a fev graves which belonged to people ¥ith
Trtsh or Pronch sumases. The inscristions as wll s the Eravestans verses, sepecially

the carly ones (£ron 1840 to arowd 1915), are often in Gersan. After 1915 however the

tnscriptions and the verses, as ons wlght expeot, wero ritten in Gnglish, Som of the

ronunents had, "Filled tn Gersany,” or "Died 1n Germany,” lnscribed in the stone,



o sietatus sepresent ton orosses eravestore dasiens, noiss, Lrsortions sad

o S Lo cswm. Vi va visiteds T have paned. she eunsteny
pinfiess? il designs not consn to the other cometarice
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